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PSALM, CXXIL 6, 7. 


Pray for the Peace of Feruſalem, they 
Hall proſper that love thee; Peace be 


within thy Ii. alls, and Projperity within 
ty Palaces. 


S264 "Bro. 
* 


: F* H b Ward are an affe tionate exhortation of 
King David to his Subjects and Country- 
men to ſhew their zeal for their Mother City, Je- 
 ruſalem, by offering up their prayers to God tor 
her welfare and proſperity. In the performance of 
this duty He not only leads them by his example, 
but hath in the words of the Text put a Song of 
dleſſing and prayer in their months; and wen 
his own good wiſhes to his country in a ſtrain 
of ſo much life and beauty, as muſt almoſt na- 
turally raife the like : NO concern rand: affeQiont: 
m others. 


We ere at preſent met, as Fellow Citizens and 
Countrymen, to pay the fame duties to our Mo- 
ther Country, our Jeruſalem; and have the like 
royal example and admonition to eneourage us 
in it. | 
B 2 I can-- 
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I cannot therefore tell where better to direct your . 
thoughts upon this occaſion, than to the words of 
the Text; ow whence I ſhall endeayour, 


Firſt, to n to you that Publick Aﬀec- 
tion or Love to our Country, which i is ſo agreeably 
expreficd 1 in them; and 


Secondly, to ſhew particularly what are the 
preſent Duties, to which this Love of our Country 
calls us, and which the Piety and Wiſdom of our 
Governors have appointed this Solemnity to remind i 
us of. 


T he Love of our Country i is a a Principle, which 
hath been more celebrated in all ages, hath been 
the ſubject of more praiſe, and panegyrick, than 
any other affection in the whole train of Virtue. 
It hath been the conſtant Theme of Poets, Orators 
and Hiſtorians. Statues and Coins have been erected 
and ſtruck, and all the treaſures of Art and Wit 
perpetually exhauſted, in doing honour to thoſe, 
who have excelled in this Character. And indeed 
the Name of Patriot implies in it's true Senſe 
every thing, that is moſt great and godlike among 
men: It carries in it the Idea of a publick bleſſing ; 
it implies a power of doing good, exerted and ex- 
tended to whole communities ; and reſembles with- 
25 an 
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in its Sphere, that univerſal Providence, which pro- 
tects and ſupports the world. But if we enquire 
more cloſely into the actions of thoſe, who have 
been moſt flattered under this title, we ſhall find, 
that nothing hath been more frequently miſtaken, 
than the nature of this virtue; that moſt of the 
Appearances of it have been nothing elſe but Am- 
bition, a Love of Dominion and Tyranny ; and 
that many of thoſe, who have been moſt honoured as 
BHenefactors to their Country, have only contributed 
to it's greatneſs or power by inyading the rights 
of their neighbouring nations; carrying war and 
deſolation into diſtant countries, and enſlaving and 
oppreſling as many, as they could conquer. Among 
the Romans, where this Paſſion prevailed moſt, and 
was held in the higheſt honour, it was a national 
Principle to conquer and ſubdue as many countries, 
as they could. But if we now compare theſe Prin- 
ciples with that Charity, which Chriſtianity hath 
ſet up as the meaſure and ſtandard of Virtue, or 
indeed with the common principles of Juſtice and 
Humanity, we ſhall find, that nothing can be more 
contrary to the nature of true Virtue; that no 
Love of our Country can juſtify oppreſſion and 
cruelty ; and that, where this paſſion leads Men to 
the ruin of whole cities and countries without 
any juſt cauſe, inſtead of entitling them to honour, 
s beneſactors to their country, it ought to render 
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6 Faß SRO preached” 
them the objects of publick horror and ayesfion, 
5 common enemies of mankind; 


Te wall blanche e be W hr; dle 66. 

conſider more diſtinctiy the nature of this Virtue, 
and to enquire in what the merit of it conſiſts, and 
what are the Duties implied in it. 


By our Country, when we conſider it as the 
object of our affection, is certainly meant that 
Body of Men, who are united with us in one Com- 
munity, under the ſame Laws and Government, 
and in a league of mutual Defence and Support. 
And, as the End of this Union in all Gmnmmee 
is the common Intereſt and Good of the whole, a 
Love of our Country implies in it, Firſt, A ſteady 
Regard to this common or publick Intereſt. 3 | 
 ſecendaxily, to thoſe laws of Union, that Form 
ef Polity or Canſtitution, which are fixed upon as 
the | beſt means for promoting this End. This 
Publick Affection is in ſome Degree natural to the 
mind of Man: And to ſee wkat there is of Virtue 
in it, we maſt conſider the ſeveral n upon: 

which. it enn, built. 

IEA bin 


\ And Firk, That ſocial Principle, which God hath 
implanted in us; and which makes; us delight in a. 
- matual intercourſe with each other, naturally leads. 
veto loye thoſe, with whom we conyerſe. A fi. 
militude. 
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militude of life and manners, an agreement in 
cuſtoms, opinions and language, and (which is the 
caſe in ſome particulars of all thoſe, who are united 
in Society) an agreement in the fame common inte- 
reſt; all theſe are a natural foundation for love and 
affeRion. They work mechanically on the mind; 
and conſequently, as far as theſe are concerned i in 
raiſing, our publick- affections, there is no virtue 
or merit in them: they are the fruits of ſelſ- love, 


and are common to the worſt of Met, as well as 
the beſt. 


Secondly; another natural foundation'for this Love 
of our Country are the ſeveral alliances of Friend- 
ſhip and Natural Relation, by which the Mem- 
bers of the ſame community are always united toge- 
ther. The natural affections, which bind together 


| thoſe of the lame Kindred and Fr, 


—— The Charities | 
of Fat her, Hus band, LN or ones 


as. our excellent Milton calls them”; all TW to 
promote and ſtrengthen this: publick Prineiple in 
us; like ſo many ſtreams, that enereaſe and ſwell 
the channel; which receives them. This is men- 
tioned by our Royal Author himſeif, as a Motive 


of endearment to his Country, in the verſe which 
follows the Text: For my Brethren and * 
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Sake I will wiſh thee Proſperity. Here this Af- 
ſection begins to appear amiable; it is founded upon 
a virtuous Principle, and will be found to riſe bigh- 


eſt upon theſe motives in the beſt and moſt inge 
nuous Tempers. Let theſe: are paſſions natural to 


the mind of Man; ſelf-love hath a great ſhare in 


them; and conſequently to be ſo far influenced with 
a Love of our Country argues but a low degree of 


Virtue. It is certain too, that theſe may ſometimes 


give the Mind a quite contrary direction, and 


ſtrongly incline us to the prejudice of our Country. 


There are many inſtances, in which the intereſt of 


our deareſt friend or relation ought to be ſacrificed 
to the Publick Good. We muſt therefore look for 


ſome farther and ſteadier — to build this 


duty upon. 


ove of 
, Is the 


A third Principle then, upon which the: 
our Country may be rationally founde 


Protedtion, which it gives us in our juſt Rights 


and Liberties. This indeed, as far as our own in- 


tereſt is concerned in it, is a private or ſelfiſh prin- 


ciple, and hath nothing of that publick Spirit, 
which we are enquiring aſter. But if we conſider 
it not as a narrow concern for our own intereſts, 
but for the natural Rights in common of all our 
Fellow Citizens and Countrymen; if we are ready 


to defend their lives and properties at the hazard of 


our own; if we are ready to oppoſe ourſelves the 
5 ſoremoſt 


8 


the Common Rights of Mankind are heſt fecured, 
and protected to us. 
e to our own uſe 2 and inſtruction. 
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foremoſt againſt the In vaſions of foreign, or the 
uſurpations of domeſtick tyranny ; this is plainly 
Virtue of the higheſt and moſt diſintereſted kind. 


A Love of our Country is in theſe inſtances a Love 


of Juſtice, a Love of Charity, a Defire to contri- 


bute to the welfare and happineſs of all about us, and 
to ar them from wrong and oppreſſion. * 


Here then is the foundation of that Virtue, which ü 
is ſo deſervedly applauded in this character. It con- 


ſiſts in a generous Regard to the common happineſs 
and welfare of mankind, exemplified particularly in 
the ſociety or community, in which we liye; which 
is certainly the nobleſt caufe, i in which the heart of 
man can be engaged, and in which he, who deſeryes 
the Name of Patriot, muſt think his fortune and 


life well loſt. 


A Lore of our Country then, Mita this paſſion | 


hath ſuch an * 57 as it can perfectly acquieſce i in, 
implies in it a 


ove of the Laws and Conflitution, 
by which it is governed: And that Government has 
the beſt right to our affection and ſervice, in whigh 


Tere then let us apply i this 


T here never was perhaps a Country or Eoverp- 5 


ment in the world, where the gatufal liberties and 
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enjoyments. of mankind were more effeQually ſe- 


cured to all the members of it than that, under 
which we live. It is our happineſs not to be go- 
yerned by the arbitrary will of an abſolute Monarch, 

but by Laws of our own making; to have the ad- 


miniſtration of theſe Laws in the hands of a Prince, 
who owns himſelf their Subject, and who never has 
in any one inſtance aſſumed a power of altering, 
repealing or ſuſpending the force of them; which, 


as it is a happineſs unknown to moſt other Countries, 


ſo, however it was claimed as the right of Engliſb- 
men, was yet never experienced in fact among them, 
till that happy Revolution, which freed us at once 
from the apprehenſions of Popery, and its — 
ble attendant, 8 Power. 


And this leads me to mention another bleſſi ing of 


the higheſt value to our Country, and that is the 


free profeſſion of the pureſt Religion in the world: 
the intereſt of which is inſeparably connected with 
that Conſtitution and Goyernment, by which it is 


protected and eſtabliſhed. T hey have both the 


fame common Enemies, and muſt ftand or fall to- 
gether. This therefore is another conſideration, 
which ought greatly to endear our Country to us; 
and which the Royal Pſalmiſt likewiſe mentions, 
as a ground of his pious affection to Jeruſalem : 
Tea, becauſe of the Houſe of the Lord our God I will 
Seek thy Good, Upon the whole, we haye in the 


ſecurity 


R | 
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ſecurity of our civil and religious rights every pub- 
lick advantage in the higheſt perfection, that any 
Nation can boaſt of; and conſequently, if the Love 
of our Country be in any circumſtances a duty, it 
is in an extraordinary manner binding upon us; and 
it is with great Reaſon, that this generous principle 


has hitherto ſo eminently prevailed, and will, I 
— n * amongſt us. 


What are the proper expreſſions of this ; affection, 
or the duties implied in this character, may be eaſi- 
ly collected from what has been ſaid. They are in our 
| ſeveral ſtations to promote the common intereſt of 
our Country; to be obedient to the Government 
we are under; and to ſerve diligently the offices, 
aſſigned us in it. It muſt be left to thoſe, who are 
diſtinguiſned by a publick character, and who are 
bleſſed with talents and abilities, equal to the charges 
they ſuſtain, to ſhine as Patriots to their Country; 
to protect it by their councils, and defend it by 
their courage. But it is the duty of every common 
ſubject to ſubmit peaceably to the Laws of that 
Government he is under, and that not only for 
wrath, or a fear of puniſhment, but for conſcience 
fake: It is his duty to ſtrengthen the hands of the 
Government; to remove every impediment out of 
its Way; ad not to weaken it by ſpreading fac- 
tion and diſcontent among the People; and, laſtly, 
to contribute chearfully his proportion of thoſ e ſup- 


C2 _ pliey 


necefſary to demand. 


weighed and determined by him. 
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plies, which the exigencies of the ſtate may make it 


The particular Duties, to which the Lovè of our 


Country at preſent calls us, and which I was ut 
the laſt place to conſider, are thoſe of humbling. 
ourſelves under a fenſe of thoſe Sins, which may 
have provoked God to withdraw his Mercy from 
us; and imploring the aſſiſtance and bleſſing of 
Heaven on his Majeſty's Arms; which have been 
taken up, not upon a vain Principle of Ambition, 
to gratify the refentment of an angry, or the pride 
of an aſpiring Monarch; but in defence of the plain- 
eſt rights, and ſuch as all munkind have ever claim- 
ed, ut the call of a provoked and long- injured 
- Peophes and after every other method of redrefs had 
been tried in vain. But though from the Goodneſs 


of our Gauſe, as well as the wiſdom of dur Coun-- 
cils, and the ſtrength of our Fleets and Armies, we 
have the moſt reaſonable Hope of ſucceſs; yet 
is it a truth, which reaſon and experience, as well 
as religion, teach us, that h Race is not aluidyr 
tothe Swift, nor the Battir 10 the Strg. That 


the Event vf all things às in the hands of God; 


arſd more ęſpeeially, that the fate of nations is 


If therefore 43n 
the common occurrences of life it is our wiſdom and 


intereſt, m well us dur Piety, © mn ene 
r II. = 


for 
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for a bleſſing on our labours and endeavours; it is 
certainly a far more indiſpenſible Duty in ws on 
occaſions of ſo great Importance. A preſumptuous 
confidence in our own ſtrength might itſelf juſtly 
provoke God to give us up into the hands of our 
enemies; and on the other hand, a pious truſt in 
his mercy may be a powerful means to draw down 
his bleſſing and aſſiſtance in our fayour. Thus 7% 


chilaren of Iſrael were brought town, ſays the 


Scripture, in that day, and the children of Judab 


| prevailed, becauſe They relied on the Lord their 


Cod. Let us then not build too much upon human 


proſpects; or ſhut God out of our Councils and De- 


ſigns; but let us flee humbly to him for ſuocour in 


a pious acknowledgment; that without him Nothing 
Is ſtrong; that without: him ꝙ No Ming 
by the multitude of an Haſt ; nor the mighticft man - 


4 delivered Le Pls Prength f. A. * . 


* 2 Chron. xiii. 8. 8 Pla xcxxili, 46. 


tor the readers Information, 1 have here trauftated the French 
King's Injunctions upon this Head, which are tontamned in a ' 
Letter to the Archbiop of Paris, bearing Date, Auguſt 1738. 


— Among all the Eſtabliſhments, formed by the piety of 


" my Aneeftors, there is none more to b regardei than ube Lo- 
fſemn vow of Lewis XIII. of glorious. memory. ThisPtinee, . 
filled wink the trueſt iſentiments-df ihad ſo often expe- 

«© riencet thie viſible ſacevurs:of Heaven, both when his King- 

« dom was Jiſtarbed by the rroubles, which Hereſy :abways 

brings along with it, aud in che wars, which the jealouſy of 

«his! neighbours ſtirred up; ert r ne e give 

| © amore. 


ran be ſaved 


< gesof my Kingdom, & &. 
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Prince hath lately choſen with great ſolemnity the 


Virgin Mary for the Patroneſs and Guardian of his 
Dominions; and publiſhed his Royal Will in a 


very extraordinary form, that all his ſubjects ſhould 


addreſs 


a more authentick teſtimony of his devout acknowledgment, 


ce and his Veneration for the moſt holy Virgin, than by putting 
<& his Kingdom under her protection. RE 
Lewis the XIV th of glorious. memory, my moſt honoured 


© Lord and Great Grandfather, acted upon the ſame principles; 


And received, during the whole Courſe of his Reign, ſignal 


effects of this protection. And as I cannot follow greater ex- 


„ amples than theſe of my two auguſt predeceſſors, 1 will, that 
this year, which comp 


| eats one hundred years ſince my King. 
dom has acknowledged the Mother of God for its ſpecial pa- 
< troneſs, ſhall give Date to this my renewal of the ſame Eſta- 
5“ bliſhment. To this End, I write to acquaint you, that my 


Intention is, that on the morning of the ſunday preceding, the 
5 6c 15th of Auguſt „ the day of the aſſumption of the moſt holy = 


« 


Virgin, you cauſe to be publiſhed the declamation of Leis 


XIII. of the toth of February, 1638, in the metropolitan 


4 


* 


church of my good City of Paris, and others of your Dioceſe; 


* and that after veſpers on the Day of Aſſumption, there ſhall 
cc 


be a proceſſion with all poſſible Splendour, attended with the 
<© uſual Ceremonies obſerved in general proceſſions of the moſt 


„ ſolemn form. And the like is to be done in all Churches, as 


well parochial as monaſteries, in the cities, towns, and villa- 
Signed es 

5 | „  - - - 
In purſuance of theſe 1njunRions, the Archbiſhop of Paris 
iſſued out his mandate, Auguſt 8, 17 r 
the King had in imitation of Lewis XIII. taken the moſt holy 


Virgin for the ſpecial Patroneſs of his Kingdom; and had con- 
ſecrated, in a particular manner, to her his perſon, eſtates, his 
crown and ſubjects. And requiring, — That every year, at the 
feaſt of aſſumption, there ſhall be a proceſſion of the moſt ſolemn 
kind to implore the aſſiſtance of this QUEEN oF HEAVEN, and 


to perpetuate the memory of this religious conſecration. Mer- 
0 ———— 
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addreſs their vows and prayers to her under this 
Character. Our enemies of the ſame religion have 


likewiſe probably their Tutelar Saint to apply to 


on this occaſion. Let us leave them to their pro- 
tection; and let us chuſe on our part the Lord for 
our God. In his name will we ſet up our Banners,“ 
who alone giveth victory unto Kings, and ſaveth 
from the Peril of the Sword. 


But farther a Gan Duty, to which the piety 
and wiſdom of our ſuperiors hath at preſent called 
us, is that of humbling ourſelves in the ſight of 
God under a Senſe of our Sins, left they ſhould pro- 
yoke him to withdraw his mercy from 3 
Tus was | given in eſpecial charge to the people of 
Iſrael, and made a part of their Law, that, when 
the Hoſt went forth againſt the Enemy, then they 
ſhould keep themſel ves from every wicked thing 9. 
If they expected God ſhould declare ſor them in 
the day of war, they were to ſanctify themſel ves 
to the Lord, and to put away all evil from among 
them. And a like religious rule was very generally 
obſer ved among the Heathen ; they had certain pu- 
rifyings and luſtrations always performed by their 
whole Armies, before they led them to Battle. It 
wh thought nn before the. derermination of 


ſo 


RY | 


* pfſalm xx. 5. 8 Deut xxiii. 9 
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fo great events, on which the fate of nations is uſu- 
ally ſuſpended, to avert the diſpleaſure, and depre- 
cate the anger of Heaven, by a more than ordinary 
ſolemnity of religious worſhip. For the ſame pious 
reaſons we are called upon in the Duty of this day 
together with our deyotions to enter upon a refor- 
mation of life and manners, in order to procure the 
favour of Heaven to our Cauſe, In vain we offer 
up our prayers to God, if we continue in a ſtate of 
diſobedience to his Laws, If weexpett the bleſſing 
of Heaven to attend us, we muſt endeayour to pro- 
Dre it. If we would make God our friend, we 
muſt forſake thoſe 178 which ſet us at _—_ 
with him. 
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A life of holineſs and virtue is at all times ne- 
ceſſary to recommend our prayers to God; but 
nothing les than a national virtue is ſafficient to 
ſecure thoſe general and extenſive bleſſings of his 
providence, which he hath promiſed to a righteous 
nation. The'Scriptures are very full in declaring, 
and the hiſtory of the Fewifh nation is a continual- 
= witneſs of it, that the diſpenſations of God towards 


£11} +» 


ji! publick bodies and communities of men are always 
* adjuſted and determined by the. good, or evil, that 
[by prevails among chem. At nvhat inſtant he ſpeaks 
| Concerning 4 Nation, aud concerning a Kingdom, to 
i uc“ up, and to pull down, 25 to deſtroy it; i, 
a Nation, againſt amas be hath pronounced, 
li! urn 


3 
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turn from their evil way, he will repent of the 


evil, that he thought to do unto them. And at 
what - inſtant he ſpeaks concerning a Nation, and 


concerning a Kingdom, to build, and to plant it; 


it do evil in his ſight, and obey not his voice, then 


he will repent of the good, wherewith he ſaid he 


would benefit them. He createth peace, and mak- 


eth war. He turneth a fruitful land into Bar- 

_ renneſs for the wickedneſs 6 f them, that dwell there- - 
in; and on the other hand, in fayour of an obedient 
3 People, He maketh the wilderneſs a landing "_ 


and water Jprings W a ary * Il 


Let us then wks this occaſion to reflect on 


the preſent ſtate of Virtue and Religion among 


us. It is, I am afraid, ſuch, as can give us no 


juſt confiderbe1 in the fayour of God. The purity 


of our faith and worſhip does indeed very much 


excell that of our Enemies; but we cannot ſuppoſe 


the worſt of our Enemies to live worſe than a 


great part of us do. The Principles of Religion 
were perhaps never more rationally explained, or 


more juſtly directed to their true End and Aim, 
the promoting of piety and virtue in the world, 


than they generally are among us: That erhle 


Simplicity, which recommended Chriſtianity at its 
bn. ne ems almoſt weed in the doc- 
D . ves 


W 


| ic i Jer. ill. 5, ks 87 "St 5 
4 Plalm « ovii. 34. 35. 
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ttines and rituals of our church. But can it be 
ſaic, that religion bath gained in the ſame pro- 


portion in the eſteem and reyerence of thaſe,: who. 
are taught it in this purity ? On the contrary, Ts 
it not true, that, as we have reRified our faith 


lected, where it is moſt free from error and ſuper- . 
ſtition? Is not indeed a want of religion and prin- 
ciple the. diſtinguiſhing character of the times and 
country we live in? Are not the forms of piety- 
and reſtraints of temperance openly. ſcorned ane 
derided by many among us? And are not thoſe 
| Sins, which are forbad to be once named among 
chriſtians, committed without ſhame or. fear, and, 
even with boaſting and triumph? Certainly if 
this is our caſe, we ought ſcrioully. to attend 
to the great danger we are in; to conſider how 
we may avert the judgments of God, which threat- 


en us; and recall that Spisit oh, Picty * rend 
which alone can faye. us. 


Great: indeed and diffcult is the undertaking 
tO 0 a, corrupt Age, but we ſhould: _—_ 
fie apply ouplelyes to the work with, a diligence, 
tuitab WH to. the, importance and neceſſity, off it: 

of, who, are in Authority, ſhew | their 


iq > in executing the Laws for that purpoſe ; in 
| f ſuppreſſing the hy and Erjown Wee 
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and opinions, we have ſunk in our piety and mo- 
rals? Is not the worſhip of God here moſt neg- 
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b to levglacls and debauchery 4 and in puniſhing 
f that prophaneneſe, which triumphs openly in our | 
; Streets. Let thoſe, whole — 2 and charaſter 3 
f give | weight te their example, ſne their ſenſe 
4 of religion by a conſtant attendance upon the, offl» = | 
2 ces of it, and by a 'firift Bobriety: of life and man- 4 
3 ners; that fo athers may be won by , their con- | 
| verſation to think-ohnthe- evil of their ways. Let | 
q us every one contribute his endeavour: to reduce | 
and leſſen the weight of publick guilt by at leaſt 
| reforming and amending himſelf, and unite, in our 4 
3 | prayers, and in every good work, that God may be ” 
intreated for the Land. So may we yet piouſly | 
hope, that God will go forth with our Armies, | 


and command deliverances for Jacob; 7 that through . 
him we ſhall puſh down our enemies, and keep 
them under, that riſe up againſt us.] So ſhall we 
not only conſult the peace and proſperity of this 
our Jeruſalem, but ſhall provide in the beſt man- 

ner ſor our ſuture peace and happineſs in a better 
Country, ſhall be received as true Sons and Citi- 
zens of that Jeruſalem, which is above, the Mo- 
ther of us all. 


Let this then be thought to 4 our whole 
attention, in which both our preſent and everlaſt- 


| ing $4 
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on ing Intereſt are concerned. Let it be our great 
„ endeavour to produre the fayour of God to our- 
[5 ſelves, and, as far as our prayers and perſonal 
1: obedience can prevail, to our country. And may 
1 Ve all ſo live, united by the bonds of piety and 
4:8 Charity here, as to be admitted hereafter into the 
RES... City, the heavenly Feruſalem, there to live 
mur eyer in the happy rank and character of Fellow 3 
N Citizens n ** N er 0¹ thes al of ” 
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